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As I sit here writing this message, I can’t help but be 
reminded at how much life has changed . This time last year, I sat down to write a 
similar message that discussed all the exciting things that were on the horizon for 
Davie County in 2020 . Little did I know that practically one week after we put 
magazines on stands, those things planned for 2020 would most likely never happen .

In March of 2020, we all were rudely introduced to a new way of life . Who would have 
thought that we would be in a world where church services would often be streamed 
via Facebook Live or Youtube, that school would move to being strictly online, 
sporting events including huge events like the ACC tournament would be canceled 
entirely, gyms would not open, grocery shopping required you to enter through one 
door and exit through another, and the luxury of getting a haircut became nearly 
impossible . These were just a few of the things that 2020 brought us thanks to a 
world-wide pandemic .

Now, one year later, we sit here realizing how much we took for granted and how 
much we want to have just a taste of normalcy . There are glimpses that things are 
returning to what will probably be a new normal, but none of us really know what 
that will look like .

I personally am grateful to have stayed healthy, but also have the opportunity to work 
alongside many businesses in the community as we were forced to adjust our ways 
of operating . I am grateful for a community that has united in an effort to support one another . If there is a silver 
lining to COVID-19, I believe it is that we all learned what it really meant to support local . It was during this time 
that we realized our local businesses were changing how they provided services and it was our job to respond to 
their efforts by doing our part to help them keep their doors open .

We still have a long journey ahead of us but let’s all keep the faith and continue to do our part to support local .

Wendy Horne  
Editor/Publisher
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and Join the Fight Against 
Parkinson’s Disease

Keep Moving
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Approximately 60,000 Americans are diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s Disease each year and more 
than 10 million individuals around the world are 
currently living with Parkinson’s. It’s a disease 
that affects our friends and families, our 
neighbors, the strangers we pass along the 
street and more than we will ever know. 
But Moving Day is a time where we as a community can 
come together and support those around us who are living 
with Parkinson’s each and every day . Moving Day is an 
inspiring and empowering annual fundraising event that 
unites people around the country living with Parkinson’s 
Disease (PD), their care partners and loved ones to help 
beat PD . Moving Day is more than just a walk . It’s a 
celebration of movement — proven to help manage 
Parkinson’s symptoms .

Due to COVID-19, this year’s Moving Day will be held virtually 
on April 24th in order to keep participants and their loved 
ones safe . But that does not make the impact of this day 
any less important . 

Diana Parrish is the Development Director of the Parkinson’s 
Foundation Carolinas Chapter, and she is also a caregiver as 
her husband is living with Parkinson’s Disease . She says her 
position with the foundation is a calling and works to improve 
the lives of those diagnosed with PD and educate people on 
resources available to them . 

When talking to other caregivers and communities surrounding 
those with PD she says, “I can relate to what they are going 
through, the medications, what their families are going 

through . I’m part of the Parkinson’s family . It’s not just 
lip-service to something I was trained on — I know it .”

One person she knows and can relate to is Judy Paige, a 
member of our community who was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease in 2012 . 

“Our family has been so inspired by our mom and how she 
has tackled it [Parkinson’s Disease] with grace and never 
complained,” said Judy’s daughter, Cammie Webb . 

Judy’s family has participated in Moving Day previously and 
speaks to how it is an inspiring event . “We were blown away 
by the camaraderie and the resources,” Cammie said . “Moving 
Day brought awareness to us about what the Parkinson’s 
Foundation does and connected us with people who are 
facing the same kind of challenges .”

“It’s a great resource for a disease that affects so many people, 
and it reminds everyone that to do well with Parkinson’s 
you’ve got to keep moving — no matter what,” Cammie said . 

It’s because of The Carolina Chapter of the Parkinson’s 
Foundation that Judy Paige joined Rock Steady Boxing  
and chose boxing as her way to keep moving . 

Diana echoed how important it is to keep moving and 
explained that during the 2021 virtual Moving Day there  
will be opportunities for participants to sing, dance, box, 
practice yoga and even learn about horse therapy, all from 
the safety of their living room . 

There will be doctors and physical/speech therapists 
speaking during these virtual events talking about different 
resources available and who you can call to learn more . 

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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But the movement doesn’t stop there . The Carolinas 
Chapter of the Parkinson’s Foundation is already planning 
educational seminars and symposiums for the second half 
of 2021 and into 2022 . Symposiums already planned for this 
time frame include events specifically targeted for Veterans, 
African Americans and Hispanic Americans with Parkinson’s 
Disease and a symposium focused on mental health and 
isolation . For a list of events go to Parkinson.org/Carolinas . 

It’s the funding from Moving Day that allows the Carolinas 
Chapter of the Parkinson’s Foundation to host educational 
events and provide resources to those within our 
community…all at no cost! 

For years Judy played the piano at her church but Cammie 
says her mom was never a public speaker . Nevertheless, 
“she prepared and presented a PowerPoint to her church” 
to raise money for the fight against Parkinson’s Disease . “So 
many local friends have been supportive both in person and 
financially to her efforts .” She even chose to do a fundraiser 

on her birthday for Moving 
Day, Cammie said . 

The Carolinas Chapter of the 
Parkinson’s Foundation has 
set a very obtainable goal of 
$45,000 for this year’s 
Moving Day…they need your 
help . You can sign up to 
support someone you know 
with PD, create team t-shirts, 
find tool kits that will help 
you to fundraise and so much 

more on their website MovingDayWinstonSalem.org. 

KEEP MOVING, DAVIE COUNTY! 

“ 
Moving Day brought awareness to us about 

what the Parkinson’s Foundation does  
and connected us with people who are  

facing the same kind of challenges.  

”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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In 2013, a Vietnam War Veteran filed for 
compensation for a condition he believed was 
presumptive to the Agent Orange he was 
exposed to during his time in Vietnam. His 
condition did not just affect him, but also his 
family. So in 2014, he filed “buddy statements” 
from family members explaining how the 
disability had wide-spread consequences. 
However, Veterans Affairs has a list of 17 presumptive medical 
conditions that they approve for service connection if the 
veteran has a diagnosis of one or more from the list (as long 
as it’s proven the veteran was in Vietnam) . For any condition 
that is not on that presumptive list, a veteran must provide  
a nexus letter from a medical professional that explicitly 
connects an in-service event or condition to his time in 
service, to include what he may have been exposed to .

Months later in June of 2014, the 
veteran was denied his claims . The 
veteran filed in another nearby 
veterans office in November of 2017 
but was denied the following May, 
saying that although new medical 
records were submitted, the claimed 
condition was not on the presumptive 
Agent Orange list . But, the veteran 
continued to seek help, fight for his 
rights and work alongside others who 
would do the same . 

Due to COVID-19, many county 
veterans’ offices, including the Davie 
County Veterans office, have stopped seeing veterans who 
live outside of their county . So, when this particular veteran 
approached a neighboring county’s veterans services office 
(VSO), they suggested he visit his local county’s VSO . That’s 
when he met Meagan Tomlin, Davie County’s Veterans 
Service Officer . 

“I’d spoken with the veteran before regarding his claim . I had 
wished VA would approve it as much as he did, but without 
a nexus from his doctor and without it being on the VA’s 
presumptive list, it just wasn’t going to happen,” Tomlin said . 

So, as all resourceful VSOs do, Meagan started to think outside 
of the box and approach this from a different angle . “If we 
can’t win the claim you’re so desperately seeking, can we file 
for any other disability,” she thought . After reviewing the 
veteran’s records and the Agent Orange list, Meagan found 
that the veteran had been diagnosed with one of those 
conditions . On September 9, 2020, she filed an Intent to File 
with VA to let them know they were gathering the evidence 
for the future claim . This is important because “it protects a 
pay date for one year to allow for the gathering of the evidence 
but you must file the formal claim before that year’s deadline .”

The veteran gathered his medical records during this time 
and was able to prove the diagnosis of one disability from 
the Agent Orange list and also several other conditions that 
were secondary to the main condition . "We ran with it, filed 
the claim — then waited,” said Tomlin .

On December 9, 2020, the veteran received a notification 
letter that his claim had been approved . But not only had it 
been approved, they also found his disabilities to be so 
severe that he was rated 100% for two different conditions . 
This has a value of over $3,500 a month and also means 
that the veteran’s spouse is eligible for free health care . 

“It’s bittersweet when you can say congratulations to a 100% 
service-connected veteran because you know the severity 
of their disabilities is what got them there,” said Tomlin .

After being denied on multiple occasions, this veteran and 
his family were able to find the relief they deserved with the 
help of the Davie County Veterans Services team . 

If you are a veteran or know of someone who is and has 
questions, please contact the Davie County Veterans 
Service Officer at 336-753-6225 
to find out more. 

Meagan Tomlin, 
Veterans Service 
Officer

Davie County Veterans 
Services Helps a  

Local Veteran Receive

100%
Service-Connection 

Award

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 56



12 MARCH 2021

A Full Measure was an example of a business 
who experienced growth in 2020 and is 
responding in 2021 by opening a second location. 
Customers can rest assured that the original 
location in Advance will remain open, but look 
forward to expanded offerings that the second 
location will allow the business to provide. 
The business that is known for their specialty pies, desserts 
and Next 56 Days product line, will open the second 
location this summer in the building that was formerly 
occupied by Just Hope, Inc . The building is approximately 
4,000 square feet and will serve as the businesses hub for 
manufacturing and shipping, but will also allow A Full 
Measure to offer a retail shop that is open to the public . 
“Moving to this location will allow us to do more under one 
roof which will help us to respond to our customer needs,” 
said Carolyn Jones, the owner of A Full Measure .

What A Full Measure is Known For
Jones has a long history of providing for others . Originally, 
her love for cooking and serving others began by providing 
meals for Calvary Baptist Church and the church’s school . 
After serving in this role for 17 years, Jones was encouraged 
to start her own business . She took that leap of faith and A 
Full Measure was born .

The business, which is Christian based and locally owned 
and operated, offers a variety of items including pre-made 

meals that consist of entrees, side dishes and desserts . A 
Full Measure also has become known throughout the state 
for their line of pre-made foods and approved shelf items 
that support The Next 56 Days .

“We were approached a few years ago about modifying 
some of our recipes so that they could be enjoyed by 
individuals following The Next 56 Days, gluten free and keto 
lifestyles . Even individuals who are diabetic working to 
address their A1C would benefit from these modified recipes . 
After learning more about these dietary requirements, we 
realized that with the exchange of certain flours and 
sweeteners, we could easily offer many of our products in a 
healthier manner, without compromising flavor,” said Jones .

Common ingredients that are used in their modified recipes 
include almond and oatmeal flour, and sweeteners such as 
stevia . Those alternate ingredients have enabled the business to 
provide foods that meet specific dietary needs and include 
items like homemade soups, chicken salad, meatloaf, pimento 
cheese, and lemon bars just to name a few .

CONTINUED ON PAGE 55

Second 
Location

Local Business 
Set to Open

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 46

A Full Measure’s second location will be  
at 643 Wilkesboro Street in Mocksville.
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Investments are something you want to take 
care of and protect at all costs. Tom Linkous 
understands this and also knows that RVs and 
Boats are financial investments that many in our 
community have made. In 2020 Tom bought 
the land off of 158 that would one day develop 
into Davie RV and Boat Storage, a place for 
people to keep their boats, RVs, mini-trailers 
and fifth wheels. 
RVs and boats are ways that people can create their own 
vacations, especially in the times of a global pandemic . But 
at some point, everyone will need a place to store their 
investments . One of the worst things you can do is to leave 
an RV or boat out in the sun uncovered as it can cause 
cracks and leaks, Linkous explained . 

Additionally, many HOAs will not allow people to store 
boats and RVs in their driveways . So, when you want to own 
a boat or RV for your family to enjoy but don’t have a place 
to keep it, where do you go?

Starting in the Spring of 2021, people will be able to confidently 
leave their boats and RVs at Davie RV and Boat Storage . 
Customers will be able to choose one of the 55-58 covered 
spots with a steel canopy structure or one of the 20-30 
uncovered locations . Each spot will be 12' wide with various 
lengths to fit your specific needs . Davie RV and Boat Storage 
will also offer complimentary air and water hookup access . 

You can rest-assured that your investment will be kept safe 
as there is a top-rated security system with 4k cameras and 
LED lighting throughout the property . You will also be given 
24/7 gate code access so that you can get to your boat or 
RV at any point . 

If you are someone who enjoys camping, travelling, spending 
days with family and friends on the lake or enjoying the 
outdoors, then this is something for you . 

Davie RV and Boat Storage offers month-to-month 
contracts and a discount for active military personnel and 
veterans . You can reserve your spot online and start 
planning for your family vacations or weekend getaways 
now! Visit DavieRVBoatStorage.com to learn more and 
book your spot before they run out . 

Davie RV and Boat Storage has

got youcovered!



DavieLiFE.com 15

got you



16 MARCH 2021

Drive to SHINE Campaign 
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The EnergyUnited Foundation announced a 
new, historic campaign to donate more than 
$100,000 to local food banks throughout its 
19-county service territory. The ‘Drive to SHINE’ 
Campaign will provide critical assistance to 25 
food banks to fight rising levels of food insecurity 
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Davie County’s A Storehouse for Jesus, which provides free 
food and clothing through its Distribution Ministry and free 
medical care and prescription medications through its 
Medical Ministry, received $6,874 .71 .

Carol Wasilauskas, grant administrator for A Storehouse  
for Jesus, shared that the funding will be used to purchase 
food items that will be needed during 2021 . “The Storehouse 
staff and clients are very grateful for this funding from 
EnergyUnited and for their support of our mission to  
serve those in need .”

“The Foundation believes this historic campaign couldn’t 
come at a more important time, as many EnergyUnited 
members and community members continue to struggle 
from job losses and wage reductions,” said Debra Citta, 
EnergyUnited Foundation Administrator . “The long lines we 
are observing at local food banks confirm the reality of our 
current economic crisis . People need to see these positive 
examples of cooperative leadership that shine a light on  
our greatest needs .”

The EnergyUnited Foundation is a voluntary, member-
funded non-profit organization supported by EnergyUnited’s 
Operation Round-Up program . Nearly 70,000 EnergyUnited 
members choose to participate in the program by ‘rounding 
up’ their electric bills each month . The maximum monthly 
contribution for an individual member with one account is 
99 cents . Each of these small contributions are pooled 
together in a single fund managed by the EnergyUnited 
Foundation to support needy individuals, families, and 
non-profit organizations that complete an application 
explaining the reason and purpose for their requested grant .

About EnergyUnited
EnergyUnited Electric Membership Corporation (EMC) is 
the largest electric cooperative in North Carolina serving 
nearly 130,000 metering points . Headquartered in 
Statesville, EnergyUnited provides electric service in 
portions of nineteen counties in west central North Carolina 
which include Alexander, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba, 
Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Gaston, Guilford, Iredell, Lincoln, 
Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Randolph, Rockingham, Rowan, 
Stokes, Wilkes and Yadkin . To learn more about The 
EnergyUnited Foundation and EnergyUnited’s Operation 
Round-Up program, visit EnergyUnited.com/givingback .

SEE ENERGYUNITED AD ON PAGE 46
SEE STOREHOUSE FOR JESUS AD ON PAGE 35

Drive to SHINE Campaign 

including A Storehouse for Jesus
localfood banks

benefits
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Coming to 
Mocksville

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 42

The CC Sanford Building is the sight of a 
dynamic new project that will further enhance 
the vitality of downtown Mocksville. Built by 
Buck Foster in 1948 and operated as a family 
hardware business, this historical free standing, 
three story, brick building is most known to 
Davie County as the Sears Catalogue store. 
Many long time residents remember sitting on 
Santa’s lap, sharing their wishes as their parents 
placed orders with Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson. 
Most recently the property was purchased by Ms . Barbara 
Cleary who had the unique vision to transform the space 
into luxury lofts . Ms . Cleary’s entrepreneurial spirit led her to 
seek advice from many in our community to fine tune the 
project . Ultimately she joined forces with Con Shelton of 
Shelton Construction General Contractors to bring her 
vision to life . They had collaborated on projects in the past 
and knew that it would be a great partnership . 

Ms . Cleary recognized the quality, attention to detail and 
professionalism that Shelton Construction would bring to 
the project . Shelton Construction was founded by Bob 
Shelton in 1979 and operates with an unlimited license 
including a residential and commercial division . Most 

recently, Hunt Shelton, has interned with the family business 
and will graduate from Appalachian State University with  
a degree in Construction Management . Hunt is a third 
generation builder and is excited to be involved with  
119 West Depot Lofts . Ms . Cleary’s son, Chuck Cleary, was 
integral in contributing to the creative design of the project, 
making this a family affair for all involved . 

The lofts will cater to individuals seeking to enjoy the thriving 
historic downtown area including dining, retail, entertainment 
and overall convenience . 119 West Depot Lofts will consist 
of seven units including 2 two bedroom and two bath units,  
4 one bedroom and one bath units and 1 studio Airbnb unit . 
All units are designed with an open floor plan, full kitchens, 
washer and dryer and finished with modern luxuries . 

Both Barbara and Con are excited about bringing this 
opportunity to downtown Mocksville . They also appreciate 
the support of The City of Mocksville . Local subcontractors 
were used for this project and added to the quality of the 
overall construction . These units are projected to be 
available by May 2021 . 

For more information about leasing a unit, please contact 
Barbara Cleary at 336-407-6423 .

119 West 
Depot Lofts
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Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.  
Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and  

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
     John 6:35
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New Focus on Faith in 2021
Many individuals embraced their faith in a tremendous 
way to help them navigate a new world that was 
shaped by COVID-19 . Thankfully, churches met people 
who were dealing with an emotional turmoil that 
practically came out of nowhere . That place where 
they were met was often in their living rooms . 
Thankfully, some churches in the community have 
resumed in person services, but many have embraced 
the opportunity to reach people from thousands of 
miles away by continuing to offer their services 
through technology .

This year, DavieLiFE is placing a new found focus  
on bringing faith into the homes of our readers by 

helping them to be more aware of where and how 
they can find spiritual support . In addition to learning 
about churches and organizations on the pages of 
DavieLiFE, you can now learn about all that is offered 
by them on our website at DavieLiFE.com/DCfaith . 

Visit to find service times, alternative service options 
(eg . online service times, bible study groups, etc .), VBS, 
special events and more . In addition, we’ll be promoting 
these opportunities on our social media channels and 
will also be featuring local pastors on our blog .

For more information on how your church or 
organization can become a part of this new  
outreach, email us at info@davielife.com .
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Support local
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BY JEANNA BAXTER WHITE

Leadership Davie is a comprehensive training 
program that develops leaders who want a 
behind-the-scenes-peek at what makes a 
county run. Participants have the opportunity  
to learn about Davie County’s rich history and 
its future potential. 
“We share insightful knowledge from top quality leaders and 
speakers using a hands-on approach to understand life in 
our community . This program is for those who invest in our 
county as a resident, employee, or both and want to see it 
flourish for generations to come,” said Caroline Moser, 
president of the Davie County Chamber of Commerce . 

Leadership Davie began in 1989 but fizzled out over time . 
When Moser joined the Chamber staff in 2014 she fielded 
numerous questions about when the program would restart . 
“It was clear that Leadership Davie was a good thing and 
well-received . When I became chamber president in 2018  
I knew that resurrecting the program was one of the first 
things I wanted to do .” 

Moser appreciates the integral role Chamber Board Member 
Chuck Taylor of the United Way of Davie County and Sage 
Garden Care Center has played in the development of a 
“program that cultivates leaders while giving them all of the 
pieces of the puzzle” . 

Leadership Davie kicked off with two days of leadership 
development training led by Taylor at Carolina Bible Camp 
followed by monthly day-long “adult field trips” to visit with 
local government officials, non-profits, and area businesses . 
Topics covered government, infrastructure and planning, 
economic development, criminal justice, emergency services, 
health and human services, education, as well as an overview 
of the community’s past, present, and future . A service 
project to enhance the community plays a key role in the 
program . The leadership team helped develop and support 
a mural at Davie County Community Park, which will be 
unveiled this spring . 

Despite the challenges, Moser said that this first group was 
amazing . “They were all vibrant, of different ages, different 
professions, and worked really well together . It was truly an 
awesome inaugural class .”

LEADERSHIP DAVIE

empowering
future!

local leaders &
enhancing our

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 27

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37
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Starting this year, graduates 
of a well-known community 
college will receive diplomas 
and certificates bearing a new 
name. After 55 years of 
operating as Davidson County 
Community College, with over 
500,000 graduates on the 
alumni rolls, the school’s 
board of trustees decided it 
was the right time to make a 
subtle but significant change. 

“From here on, we are 
Davidson-Davie Community 
College,” said Kevin Firquin, 
chair of the board. 

What’s in a  
  Name?
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

The new moniker became official as midnight struck and 
people began celebrating the new year on January 1, 2021 . 
In a message first sent to employees earlier that evening, 
Firquin explained, “We are changing our name to reflect 
what has always been true . We are a college that proudly 
serves Davidson and Davie counties, and we can’t wait to 
see what the future holds .” 

Charles Wright, president of the Student Government 
Association and a veteran studying psychology on the 
Davie Campus, thinks the name change helps to emphasize 
the sense of community the college provides . “During a time 
in our world when isolation and adversity have affected many, 
the name change is a positive step . I love the new name and 
will be proud to call myself a Davidson-Davie Community 
College alum .”

Others agree, finding the new name to be a logical move 
that feels obvious and right . “I was happy to hear about  
the name change,” said Sarah Nance, a human services 
technology student who had early knowledge of the big 
news when she was recruited for a secret photo shoot the 
day before the announcement . “It just makes sense since 
we’re part of both counties . I was proud to be one of the 
first wearing the new name!”

Early Days: A school for job training
With a history going back to the 1950s, when funding  
from the North Carolina General Assembly motivated 
communities to discuss developing industrial education 
centers, the college started as a hope project by local 
leaders who spurred businesses and individuals to raise the 

needed funds for an institution of higher learning . Soon the 
Davidson County Industrial Education Center was a reality . 

The first class of students arrived in 1963, but the center 
wouldn’t be known by its original name for long . After 
legislative action by the state to create a system of community 
colleges, Davidson County Community College was born  
in 1965 on a large tract of land located between Lexington 
and Thomasville .

Evolving Over Time:  
Focus on 21st-century careers 
The college experienced early and ongoing success as  
a provider of higher education focused on expanding 
economic independence through practical career training . 
As one of 58 institutions within the North Carolina 
Community College System, the college now offers more 
than 40 degrees and professional certificate programs, as 
well as affordable college-credit coursework to students 
who want to transfer to four-year universities . 

Over the years, the physical footprint of DCCC grew 
alongside its popularity in Davidson and surrounding 
counties . The Uptown Lexington Education Center opened 
in 2004 and the Thomasville Education Center in 2005 .  
The Davidson Campus continued its expansion by opening 
a Conference Center in 2009, a Transportation Technology 
Building in 2010, the East Carolina University dental clinic in 
2014, and the Sarah and Edward Smith Health Sciences 
Center in 2018 . 

“ 
We’ve come a long way on  

behalf of education for people  
in this community.  

Terry Bralley 

”
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Natural Connection
DCCC had a presence in Davie County almost from the 
beginning, but it wasn’t until the 1980s that the relationship 
formalized as local leaders pushed for official recognition of 
DCCC as Davie County’s provider of community college 
education, citing the importance of its strong workforce 
development programs . In 1985, the North Carolina State 
Board of Community Colleges confirmed the role of DCCC 
in Davie County . A hard slog of raising a combination of 
town, county, state, and private funding ensued . Nearly a 
decade later, in 1994, the Davie Campus opened in 
Mocksville on 45 acres with a coalition of support from the 
town, local businesses, and Davie County residents . 

Major expansion took place in 2008-2009 with the opening 
of the Davie Education Center in Bermuda Run . Along with 
8,500 square feet of new additional space, the first floor of 
the Community Building was renovated to house a modern 
library . In 2012, an overhaul of the Gantt Building was 
completed to house the Davie County Early College High 
School . Through a partnership with Wake Forest Baptist 
Health and Davie County, DCCC for several years used the 
former Davie County Hospital for new programs in the 
health sciences . 

Today, the Davie Campus has grown to include four 
buildings, emergency services training facilities, and truck 
driver training grounds . While some programs are exclusive 
to either the Davie or the Davidson campus, students from 
each county often travel to the other to take a particular 
class, based on convenience or availability . 

“We’ve come a long way on behalf of education for people 
in this community,” said Terry Bralley, president of the Davie 
Economic Development Commission . Bralley received an 
honorary degree from DCCC in 2020 for his role in securing 
the college’s official presence in Davie County . 

“Obviously, this college has been an important part of our 
community for a long time,” said Terry Renegar, chair of the 
Davie County Board of Commissioners and president of the 
now renamed Davidson-Davie Community College 
Foundation . “Our new name puts the growing partnership 
between these two counties front and center .”

Sticking to the Plan 
Davidson-Davie Community College will continue to support 
economic development through its mission to provide 
career-focused advanced education . College leaders are 
quick to explain that the new name is about clarifying identity, 
not changing the school’s direction, strategy, or purpose .

“Fundamentally, we’re about personal success, and for most 
folks that comes down to having a good and satisfying job,” 
said Jonathan Brown, the college’s associate vice president 
for workforce and community engagement and a longtime 
K-12 educator . “That’s become a harder challenge over the 
years, as the employment market is more specialized and 
more competitive than ever . Today, a good job requires 21st 
century skills, training, and confidence . That’s why we’re here .” 

It stands to reason that the more skilled workers a community 
has, the stronger that community is positioned to grow 
economically . “It’s a powerful cycle,” according to Brown . “Our 
partnerships with local businesses and industries enable us 
to offer apprenticeships to meet the workforce needs of 
Davie County . We’re helping develop a pipeline of skilled 
labor that in turn strengthens the future of local businesses .”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29
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IGNITE DAVIE: 
A promise to local students
Strengthening Davie County was the reason local leaders 
lobbied for a community college years ago and it’s the 
reason they are now making it virtually free for eligible local 
high school students to attend . Beginning in the fall of 
2020, a new college promise program called IGNITE DAVIE 
launched as its first class of students started at Davidson-
Davie . Funded by a public-private collaboration, the program 
pays tuition and fees for students to attend Davidson-Davie 
Community College . Students also received $250 per 
semester for textbooks . 

“This inaugural class made history in a couple of ways,” said 
Susan Burleson, the college’s vice president who oversees 
the Davie Campus and helped develop IGNITE DAVIE . “They 
were the first students to benefit from the IGNITE DAVIE 
program and the last ones to attend DCCC, before the name 
change . What tremendous change and growth we’ve seen this 
year for our community college and for Davie County .”

The IGNITE DAVIE program is intended to increase overall 
educational attainment in the county, helping students 
attend college and receive career training without taking on 
high debt . The idea is to make an investment in young 
people starting out in the community while strengthening 
Davie County over time through an increased tax base, 

higher standard of living, and a reduced need for public 
assistance programs .

“College experience has become a basic requirement for 
competing in the modern workforce,” says Carolyn 
McManamy, an IGNITE DAVIE partner and director of Davie 
CONNECT . “IGNITE DAVIE is our answer to the budgeting 
challenges many families have when it comes to higher 
education .”

Two Counties — One Mission 
Dr . Darrin Hartness, Davidson-Davie Community College 
president, in his public remarks about the new name, 
emphasized that the moment was symbolically significant 
but not a shift in purpose . “Today, there’s a new entry in our 
history book,” he said . “But know this: As we proudly share 
our new name, we also recommit ourselves to the same 
core mission of an excellent education, which leads to 
promising careers, and supports the success of the 
communities we serve in Davidson and Davie counties .”

So from now on, when it comes to one community college 
with a long history and a vision of economic mobility and 
collaboration for our future, the county line is only a dash .

Davidson-Davie Community College continues to be accredited by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges to award associate degrees . 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 25
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think BIGBIG. shop small.
By shopping with a small, 

local business, you are:
Creating jobs.

Keeping money in  
the local economy.

Investing in 
entrepreneurship.
Nurturing a sense of 

community.
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2019-2020 Leadership Davie Class
• Karlyn Armsworthy, Foster Drug Company

• Allison Brown, Mountain Valley Hospice & Palliative Care

• Sam Brown, Davie County Schools

• Ashton Burton, The Swicegood Group, Inc .

• Johnny Lambert, Davie County Public Utilities

• Melissa O’Connor, Davie Community Foundation

• Joshua Perryman, The Andersons

• Kimberly Stanbery, WFBH—Davie Medical Center

• Walter Wilson, Republic Services

• Jessica Yarbrough, Johnson Insurance, Inc .

“Chuck and I had many conversations about whether we 
should hold a 2021 class since we were in a pandemic but 
we both felt we could deliver a safe environment for the 
participants,” said Moser . “We wanted to keep the 

To learn more about Leadership Davie, visit  
DavieChamber.com/leadership-davie .

momentum going since we have received rewarding 
feedback from the business community on re-launching the 
program . Leadership Davie is one of the most rewarding 
experiences I have had in my career . To see participants 
learn about themselves, discover all the amazing aspects of 
Davie County while forging lasting relationships is priceless . 
This year’s class is a diverse group of professionals who 
have hit the ground running and are quickly learning their 
leadership styles .”

Participants for the Class of 2021
• Allison Carr, Davidson-Davie Community College

• Timogi Jackson, Advocacy Center of Davie County 
(ACDC)

• Kaitlyn Jarvis, Davie County Chamber of Commerce

• Andrea Kimura, Comfort Bilt Windows & Doors

• Paul Moore, County of Davie

• Adam Ridenhour, WFBH—Davie Medical Center

• Al Seymour, Marzano Capital Group

• Melinda Szeliga, RE/MAX Realty Consultants

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26
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with Macedonia  
Moravian Preschool

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 22

It’s not uncommon to see the children at 
Macedonia Moravian Preschool putting on a 
play, or sailing a ship, or even making an apple 
“explode”. It’s all part of the play-based learning 
that happens every day in one of Davie’s most 
beloved preschools, in operation since 1983. 
The benefits of preschool are well documented . From 
increased reading, vocabulary, and math skills to higher 
self-confidence and social awareness, preschool is so much 
more than “play school” — it’s the foundation for learning . 
Preschool students learn letters, shapes, colors, and 
numbers . Macedonia Moravian Preschool (MMP) pre-k 
students follow the Letterland program used by Davie 
County Schools kindergarten . This program offers a great 
head start to letter and sound recognition and supports the 
curriculum at the elementary level . 

In preschool, children also learn important social skills like 
how to raise their hand, take turns, walk in a line, wait, listen, 
and share . Positive peer influence is encouraged — everything 
is easier (and more fun) when you do it with a friend! As anyone 
with a preschooler can tell you there’s nothing they love more 
than asserting their independence! At Macedonia we help 
encourage independence and celebrate every success . 

At MMP, classes are offered for two-, three-, and four/
five-year-old children, helping them develop the skills needed 
for success in “big school” . MMP also has a Mother’s 
Morning Out program for our youngest friends, giving them 
an introduction to our loving, Christian-based learning 
environment . We offer a variety of enrichment activities 
including Spanish, art, music, chapel, story time, and science . 

Recognizing the unusual times we live in, we have increased 
sanitation, added enhanced filtration to our ventilation, and 
are following guidelines set forth by the CDC and the 
Southern Province of the Moravian Church . We believe that a 
proactive approach will help keep us all healthy and happy! 

Well over a thousand children have been students at MMP 
over the past 38 years . Children have become parents, 
parents have become teachers, and we’ve all become a 
family . We believe in the importance of make every child feel 
happy, safe, and loved . If you’re interested in finding out 
more, visit our website at MMPreschool.net, or contact Kelly 
Hines at 998-6492 or mmpreschool@live .com .
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Make-A-Wish Club 
to Host Golf Tournament in May
The Davie High School Make-A-Wish Club will be hosting a golf tournament at Oak Valley 
Golf Club on Friday, May 21, 2021. The tournament will be Captain's Choice and is set to 
begin at 1 p.m. Funds raised from this tournament will be used by the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation to help grant wishes for children with critical illnesses.
The club is currently seeking participants and sponsors. To view the 
full listing of sponsorship opportunities or register as a player, visit 
Davielife.com/dcmakeawish . For more information, you can contact 
Luke Stillson at ljstillson@gmail .com or 336-972-9006 . You can also 
follow the club on Instagram @dcmakeawish . 

For 40 years, Make-A-Wish has brought transformational wishes to 
more than 330,000 children and families . The Davie High School 
Make-A-Wish Club works hard to do their part to make life-changing 
wishes come true . But, these wishes are not possible without the 
generosity of donors and that financial support gives children 
much-needed hope for brighter days ahead .
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BUY LOCAL.

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE. 
SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE. 
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Signarama in Clemmons is your one stop shop 
for signs, graphics, banners and more. Using  
the latest technologies and highest quality 
products, Signarama in Clemmons is helping 
customers find and recognize you. 
With nearly 800 stores globally, Signarama is the world’s 
largest full-service signage network and serves a wide 
range of industries . From retail storefronts, restaurant 
signage, athletic organizations, real estate branding and 
more, Signarama is able to create a design that will put your 
company’s best foot forward . 

This is how you can stand out from the competition, refresh 
your brand and stay consistent across the board . 

Here’s how it works: the team at Signarama Clemmons will 
have a consultation with you to truly understand your 
business and individual needs . At this point the Signarama 
team will go into the design and production phase . A 
dedicated account manager will keep you up-to-date on 
the status of your project — ensuring a hassle-free process . 
Finally, your account manager will arrange a time for you to 
collect your product or set up a time to install your sign . 

Signage is an important part of any business as it is the face 
of your company and helps people to visually recognize 
your brand . It’s crucial that you find a company you can 
trust to create an image that will represent your business 
throughout the community . 

The signage to your business not only identifies you but it is 
a source of constant advertisement that contributes to the 
bottom line . Suppose you spend $9,000 on a new business 
sign that is expected to last 10 years for an average cost of 
$2 .47 per day . You then review a traffic analysis report and 
determine that 5,000 vehicles and pedestrians pass your 
sign each day — this breaks the cost of the sign per 
thousand exposures to $0 .49 . 

Your signs should work as hard as you do and Signarama 
Clemmons is the business that can ensure your signs are 
working for you-not against you . 

Keep up with signage trends, best practices, new products 
and more when you follow Signarama Clemmons on 
Facebook and Instagram . If you’re ready to give your 
business an upgrade, contact Signarama today and get  
a quote for your company’s needs . 

Signarama.com/locations/nc-clemmons

Let Signarama  
Make  
Your 

Signage 
Work  

for You!
SEE THEIR AD 

ON PAGE 27
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SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 50

The United Way of Davie County strives to 
advance the common good of Davie County by 
uniting the resources of the community to 
identify and address the most pressing human 
needs. In partnership with local agencies, their 
vision is to eradicate poverty, work toward 
social healing, expose systemic failures, and 
advance the financial, educational, health, and 
social opportunities for each and every person. 
But they can’t do it alone. 
You play an important part in the work that the United Way 
does in the community . Because of your generosity and 
willingness to financially support the United Way they are 
able to partner with these agencies to make Davie County  
a stronger community . 

Currently, the United Way is in the process of Community 
Investment . This process is where the United Way brings 
together corporate partners, businesses, and individuals in 
order to raise funds and then entrust monies to these vital 
nonprofits serving the most vulnerable in our county . 

During Community investment, agencies submit applications 
to the United Way and present their case for how their 
agency’s program will positively impact those in need . A group 
of volunteers sit on the Community Investment Council and 
ultimately decide how much each program will receive . 

The council members will read through the applications, 
speak with the organizations’ directors, visit the facilities, 
and look into their agency’s sustainability . It is vital that 
these individuals have a thorough understanding of what 
the program will do in the community and that it is a 
well-run and stable organization . 

The executive director of each organization that has requested 
funds will also have the opportunity to make a presentation 

and spell out in their own words what the program is and how 
the organization will use these funds to benefit the community . 

At this point, the volunteers will then take a look at the pool 
of money that was collected and compare that against the 
request the agencies have made . The committee then comes 
to a decision and awards the organizations a decided upon 
amount of funds . 

“The staff has no bearing on these decisions,” Chuck 
Taylor, Executive Director at The United Way of Davie 
County said . “We don’t make the decision at all as to who 
gets funding — we inform the council as to how agencies 
are following through and provide contact information but 
this is volunteer driven and run . And this is a hard process, 
because we never have as much money as these important 
programs need . COVID has made this worse . Donors are truly 
the lifeline for so many who need these critical services .”

In 2020, The United Way had 10 partner agencies and was 
able to give away $100,000 to agencies . Donors get to 
choose where they want their money invested . While some 
wanted their gifts given to agencies other than those who 
applied for funding, we were able to invest just under 
$75,000 to local partner programs . 

If you are part of a nonprofit in the community and would 
like to learn more about the Community Investment Process, 
you can call 336-751-0313 and speak to a team member to 
find out if this would be a good fit for your organization . 

“Always remember that we can do more for the agencies 
with the more money we get,” Chuck said . “The more that 
we are given, the more we can give . Our campaign is still 
going and people can still donate .”

You can give by texting DCUW2020 to the number 44-321 
to give via text or give online at Secure.GiveLively.org/
donate/davie-county-united-way

The United Way of Davie County Invites 
You Behind the Scenes of the

Community 
Investment Process
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 THINK.  
 SHOP.  
 BUY.                 LOCAL.



DavieLiFE.com 49

SHOP.  EAT.  ENJOY.  REPEAT.

LOCAL
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Who Is Calvary West?
For over eleven years, Calvary West has been  
a part of the Davie Co
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71 members of the Class of 2020 furthered 
their education at Davidson-Davie Community 
College last fall as the first class of IGNITE 
DAVIE College Promise.

59 of the 71 (83%) remained eligible after 
their first semester.

9 of the 59 completed the fall semester with 
a GPA of 4.0.

The average GPA for those who remained 
eligible was 3.1 (higher than the average 
GPA for all fall students).

One IGNITE DAVIE student is already a 
graduate from Davidson-Davie Community 
College! She completed her Associate in Arts 
degree with a GPA of 4.0 after only one semester 
as the result of lots of Career and College Promise 
dual credits earned while in high school.

THANKS TO THOSE INVESTMENTS:

MAKE YOUR INVESTMENT TODAY!

Community 
Investments 

Made a Difference!

IGNITE DAVIE
135 S. Salisbury St.

Mocksville, NC 27028

We Look Forward to Sharing More About 
Student Successes in the Coming Months!

www.IGNITEDAVIE.com

Thank You! 

www.IGNITEDAVIE.com
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BY JON MARZANO, AIF®,  
MANAGING PRINCIPAL

The Marzano family ties to 
Davie County go back a 
long way. When my family 
relocated here to the Yadkin 
Valley area from Illinois in 
the mid-1980s, we moved 
into a neighborhood close to 
Tanglewood Park and the 
Yadkin River. My days as a 

child growing up in our little corner of the world 
was about as good as it could get. 
I know for a fact that parents did not have the same set of 
concerns that they do now . Concerns about how our kids 
spend their time away from us, learning how to handle more 
freedom and independence . Life seemed simple . It was a 
perfect community for my family to have moved to and I am 
always very thankful that my parents made that decision . My 
father opened the first Edward Jones office in Clemmons and 
began building a business that would, in time, become the 
foundation of Marzano Capital 
Group . My dad built his 
business through hard work, 
persistency, and by being a 
student of the industry . The 
financial “advice” business was 
not prevalent back in the 1980s 
and it was more of a world of 
stock and bond picking, of 
which my father was exceptionally good . It was his 
profession that brought us here and created a business  
that continues to thrive today .

I was first introduced to Davie County schools as an 
elementary student at Shady Grove . My best friends at that 
time and the relationships that continue to today were formed 
on the bus rides to and from Bermuda Quay shopping center 

to Farmington Road . North Davie Jr . High was filled with 
memories of Coach Kirk, Coach Beck and Coach Dinkins . It 
was my first opportunity to play football, wrestle and play 
basketball on a school team . The memories are very vivid, 
and the lessons learned were character forming . Many 
things have changed about our little area of the world, but 
the feeling of community remains . I believe that same 
feeling is growing stronger and we are more connected as 
communities now than we have ever been . Marzano Capital 
Group (MCG) has employees who live in Davie County, who 
have families and are raising children of their own . In my 
short 46 years, I have learned that if you wait long enough, 
most everything comes full circle . I certainly feel that way as 
I reflect on our connection to Davie County . Mike McGilvary 
is a partner here at MCG and his wife, Kelly, is a teacher at 
Shady Grove . She has been working at the school and 
running the remote learning program since the COVID 
pandemic broke .

The times are different, but the community feels the same .  
Our area of the world is a comfortable place to live and 
work . Some of those fond memories will have to stay that 
way . The Citgo gas station is long gone and the Walgreens 
has taken its place . The hole in the fence behind the Citgo 
that we all used to crawl through back and forth into 

Bermuda Run has long been 
mended up . Bermuda Quay 
lost its anchor to the “new 
shopping center” across the 
street but new times bring 
new opportunities for other 
businesses to make their own 
way . The high school move 
ended up working out and 

the kids got something more modern to take them farther 
into the 21st century . All is alive and well and I think the best is 
yet to come . We are proud to be a part of such a meaningful 
and special community and cannot wait to see what the 
next 30 years brings . 

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
Investment advice offered through Independent Advisor Alliance,  
a registered investment advisor, Independent Advisor Alliance and 
Marzano Capital Group are separate entities from LPL Financial .

 

SEE THEIR AD 
ON PAGE 3

Strong 
Davie  
Roots

Local Capital Group with

“ 
The times are different, but the  

community feels the same.  

”
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In addition to their products, A Full Measure is known for 
their staff who are an incredible resource for customers .  
Not only are these people talented in the kitchen, they are 
knowledgeable about ingredients and can answer questions 
about how products should be prepared . “We’ve always 
included instructions on the front of our products, but 
sometimes people still have questions and we want to 
provide that reassurance that let’s the customer know  
they are preparing items correctly,” added Jones .

On the Horizon — Things That Will 
Stay the Same — Don’t Overlook
As the business works to expand through their second 
location, Jones shares that the additional space will allow 
them to expand their menu of both pre-made meals and 
shelf items . “We are excited to give our customers an 
expanded shopping experience and the additional square 
footage of the new facility will enable us to do that . 
However, we can’t reiterate enough that the Advance 
location is not going anywhere! We will continue to be  
open normal hours and look forward to continuing service 
from that location as well,” added Jones .

The business wants to remind their customers not to overlook 
their First Fruits Ministry, a ministry based on biblical 
principle . “God gave us Jesus as his First Fruit (God’s very 
best) and we give our best to someone in the community 
who may be dealing with a death in the family, just home 
from the hospital, dealing with illness — or just someone 
who needs encouragement and light in the dark time they 
are going through . We want to help be that light by 
providing a chicken pie at no charge to that individual or 
family,” said Jones . A Full Measure will deliver the pie frozen 
or cooked . To learn more about this ministry, you can call 
336-998-2364.

Finally, a new service that A Full Measure now offers is 
Home Delivery . Customers can place an order by calling in . 
There is a minimum $50 order requirement and a flat $5 
delivery fee . Delivery is available for both pre-made and 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

shelf goods . Customers are encouraged to view A Full 
Measure’s full menu of offerings on their Facebook page  
at Facebook.com/afullmeasure.

A Full Measure has been a staple of the Advance community 
and looks forward to being able to serve even more of 
Davie County and the surrounding areas with the addition 
of their new location . 
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Supporting a small business means 
you're supporting a family. You're helping to pay a mortgage,  

electric bill, buy groceries, a child to get braces or sending a student 
 to college. It impacts people who live and work here in Davie County  

when you support small businesses.

Support local



58 MARCH 2021

Directory of Advertisers
A Full Measure .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 46
A Storehouse for Jesus  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 35
Advance Country Store .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 56
All American Pawn & Consignment    .    .    .    . 56
Allen Geomatics  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 24
Andrews Lawn Service  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 49
Animal Hospital of East Davie  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 46
Ash & Kelz’s Creations   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 35
Bellomo Properties — Keller Williams .   .   .   . 40
Bird & Co .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 31
Blaton LLC    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 56
Budget Blinds  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  8
Calvary West    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  21
Camp Manna Ministries  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 48
Carolina Automotive Group  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  2
Carolina Center for Eye Care    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 48
CJ’s Bar B Que    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 56
CKJ Building & Design   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  13
Cozart’s Handyman Services    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 56
Davidson-Davie Community College  .   .   .   . 25
Davie Center for Violence Prevention    .   .   .  15
Davie Chamber of Commerce .   .   .   .   .   .   . 27
Davie Community Foundation .   .   .   .   .   .   .  15
Davie Construction Co .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 15
Davie County Public Library .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  13
Davie County Recreation & Parks   .    .    .    .    . 33
Davie County Schools    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  13
Davie County Veterans Services  .   .   .   .   .   . 56
Davie Electrical Co . .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  31
Davie Family YMCA   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 58
Davie High Make-A-Wish   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 39
Davie Little League    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  5
Davie Property Restoration  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  9
Davie Respect Initiative .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 42
Davie RV & Boat Storage  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 57
Deano’s Barbecue   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 35
Eaton Funeral Service    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 54
Edward Falls Renegar, PLLC    .   .   .   .   .   .   . 56
Energy United  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 46
Farmington Community Events  

Center & Nature Park   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 33
Farmington Road Wrecker Service    .   .   .   . 49
First United Methodist Childcare .   .   .   .   .   . 20
First United Methodist Church .   .   .   .   .   .   .  21
Fleming & Williams, LLC    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 57
Garage Doors of the Triad, LLC   .    .    .    .    .    . 56
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Swanky & Swag Boutique .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 24
The Bomar Law Firm PLLC  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 40
The Law Offices of Ryan Addison, P .A .  .   .   . 55
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